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Acronyms, abbreviations and glossary of terms 

 

ADI Acceptable Daily Intake 

Estimated maximum amount of an agent, expressed on a body 

mass basis, to which an individual in a (sub) population may be 
exposed daily over its lifetime without appreciable health risk. 

Related terms: Reference Dose, Tolerable Daily Intake, Tolerable 
Weekly Intake, Provisional Tolerable Daily/Weekly Intake 

AEGL Acute Exposure Guideline Level 

AQC Air Quality Cell 

Members of the AQC (EA, CRCE, MO) assess the air pollution 
from incidents involving fires or chemical releases and determine 

the extent of risks to public health and environment pose by 
pollutants to air. This may include air quality monitoring. The AQC 
provides technical advice to the multi-agency response. 

AQPH Air Quality in Public Health 

Part of the Environmental Hazards and Emergencies Department 
(CRCE) who are specialists in air quality and public health. 

AQS Air Quality Standards 

AURN Automatic Urban and Rural Network 

UK's largest automatic monitoring network and is the main network 
used for compliance reporting against the Ambient Air Quality 

Directives. It includes automatic air quality monitoring stations 

measuring oxides of nitrogen (NOx), sulphur dioxide (SO2), ozone 
(O3), carbon monoxide (CO) and particles (PM10, PM2.5). These 

sites provide high resolution hourly information which is 
communicated rapidly to the public, using a wide range of 
electronic, media and web platforms. 

CAS Chemical Abstracts Service 

CBRN Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear 

May also be CBRNE – E for Explosive materials 

CHEMET Chemical meteorology Service 

Emergency Services, EA and CRCE are able to request from the 
Met Office plume prediction and modelling for chemical incidents. 

Chemical 
incident 

An uncontrolled release of a chemical from its containment. Note: a 
public-health chemical incident is defined as where two or more 

members of the public are exposed to a chemical or threatened to 
be exposed to a chemical. 

Chemical 
warfare agents 

Any toxic chemical or its precursor that can cause death, injury, 

temporary incapacitation, or sensory irritation through its chemical 



action. (Source: Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons) 

Chronic An event or occurrence that persists over a long period of time. 

CIEH Chartered Institute of Environmental Health 

CIRIS CRCE Incident Reporting and Information System 

COBR Cabinet Office Briefing Room 

COMAH Control of Major Accident Hazards 

CRCE Centre for Radiation, Chemical and Environmental Hazards 

Decontamination A procedure whereby health measures are taken to eliminate an 

infectious or toxic agent or matter present on a human or animal 
body surface, in or on a product prepared for consumption, or on 

other inanimate objects, including conveyances, which may 
constitute a public health risk. To make safe by eliminating 

poisonous or otherwise harmful substances, such as noxious 
chemicals or radioactive material, from people, buildings, 
equipment and the landscape. 

DAQI Defra Air Quality Index 

DEFRA Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 

DIM Detection, Identif ication and Monitoring 

DWI Drinking Water Inspectorate 

EA Environment Agency 

ECOSA Emergency Co-ordination of Scientif ic Advice 

Multi-agency co-ordination of scientif ic advice for CBRN events 
prior to STAC being set up 

EHE Environmental Hazards and Emergencies Department (within 
CRCE) 

EHO Environmental Health Officer 

EMF Electro-magnetic fields 

EPRR Emergency Preparedness, Resilience and Response 

FRS Fire & Rescue Services 

FSA Food Standards Agency 

HART Hazardous Area Response Team (Ambulance Service personnel)  

HAZMAT Hazardous Materials (Fire Officer) 

HAZMED Hazardous Materials Medical (Officer) (Ambulance Service) 

HPT Health Protection Team 



HSE Health and Safety Executive 

ICE Individual Chemical Exposure (self harm) 

IOR Initial Operational Response 

JESIP Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Principles 

LA Local Authority 

LPG Liquid Petroleum Gas 

LRF Local Resilience Forum 

MAHP Major Accident Hazard Pipelines 

MO Meteorological Office 

NOAEL No Observed Adverse Effect Level 

NPIS National Poisons Information Service 

NSIP Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 

OOH Out of Hours 

PHOC Public Health On-Call 

PPE Personal Protective Equipment 

Includes all clothing and other work accessories designed to create a barrier 
against workplace hazards.  Examples include safety goggles, blast shields, 
hard hats, hearing protectors, gloves, respirators, aprons and work boots.   

PWTAG Pool Water Treatment Advisory Group 

RCG Recovery Co-ordination Group 

REPPIR  Radiation (Emergency Preparedness and Public Information) 
Regulations 2001 

SAGE Scientif ic Advisory Group for Emergencies 

SCG Strategic Co-ordinating Group (Gold Command) 

Secondary 
contamination 

The transfer of a chemical from a contaminated person (usually 

from their clothing, skin, hair, or vomitus) to personnel or 
equipment, directly or by emission from a contaminated surface. 

SITREP Situation Report 

Source – 
Pathway –  
Receptor 

A simplif ied model for assessing risks.  Information about a 
substance or hazard (source) and the route or routes (pathway) by 

which an individual or population (receptor or target) is exposed is 
gathered, analysed and assessed (adapted from Essentials of 
Environmental Public Health Science, 2014) 

STAC Scientif ic and Technical Advice Cell 

TCG Tactical Command Group (Silver Command) 



TDI Tolerable Daily Intake 

Analogous to Acceptable Daily Intake 
The term Tolerable is used for agents which are not deliberately 
added such as contaminants in food 

WEL Workplace Exposure Limit 

WHO World Health Organization  

 

Additional links and guidance documents 

 

Acute Exposure Guideline Levels for Airborne Chemicals https://www.epa.gov/aegl 

HSE EH40 https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/eh40.htm 

Recovery handbook: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-recovery-handbook-for-

chemical-incidents-and-associated-publications 

Also from us - case studies: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/chemical-hazards-and-

poisons-reports 

The Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations 2015 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/comah/background/index.htm 

Seveso 1976 https://www.hse.gov.uk/comah/sragtech/caseseveso76.htm 

Met Office Hazard Manager 

https://register.metoffice.gov.uk/WaveRegistrationClient/public/newaccount.do?service=hazardma

nager 

To note UKHSA role is for Public health and emergency advice rather than occupational advice. 

These can be mixed 

WHO Air Quality Guidelines: https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/345329 

Quick, early decon if needed e.g. for 

powders: https://www.jesip.org.uk/uploads/media/pdf/CBRN%20JOPs/IOR_Guidance_V2_July_201

5.pdf 

Daily Air Quality Index https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/daqi  

Fixed Monitoring: https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/interactive-map https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/ 

Air Quality Cell page on Resilience Direct:  

https://collaborate.resilience.gov.uk/RDService/home/99840/Air-Quality-Cell 

FRS Detection Identification and Monitoring (DIM) 

https://www.ukfrs.com/guidance/search/request-national-resilience-resources-detection-

identification-and-monitoring-dim 

For COMAH sites – they can have specific substance monitoring 

Cold weather alerts: 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKMETOFFICE/subscriber/new?qsp=PHE  

https://www.epa.gov/aegl
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/eh40.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-recovery-handbook-for-chemical-incidents-and-associated-publications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-recovery-handbook-for-chemical-incidents-and-associated-publications
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/chemical-hazards-and-poisons-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/chemical-hazards-and-poisons-reports
https://www.hse.gov.uk/comah/background/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/comah/sragtech/caseseveso76.htm
https://register.metoffice.gov.uk/WaveRegistrationClient/public/newaccount.do?service=hazardmanager
https://register.metoffice.gov.uk/WaveRegistrationClient/public/newaccount.do?service=hazardmanager
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/345329
https://www.jesip.org.uk/uploads/media/pdf/CBRN%20JOPs/IOR_Guidance_V2_July_2015.pdf
https://www.jesip.org.uk/uploads/media/pdf/CBRN%20JOPs/IOR_Guidance_V2_July_2015.pdf
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-pollution/daqi
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/interactive-map
https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/
https://collaborate.resilience.gov.uk/RDService/home/99840/Air-Quality-Cell
https://www.ukfrs.com/guidance/search/request-national-resilience-resources-detection-identification-and-monitoring-dim
https://www.ukfrs.com/guidance/search/request-national-resilience-resources-detection-identification-and-monitoring-dim
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKMETOFFICE/subscriber/new?qsp=PHE


  

Cold weather health risks and Covid-19 actions to prevent harm: 

https://khub.net/documents/135939561/174099487/Cold+weather+and+COVID-

19+slideset.pdf/a0730074-802f-833b-f9d2-8dcd07918da1  

 Heat-Health Alert Service: 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/public/weather/heat-

health/?tab=heatHealth&season=normal#?tab=heatHealth  

Flood forecasting Centre https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/flood-forecasting-centre 

NAIR: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-arrangements-for-incidents-involving-radioactivity-

nair 

Chemical hazards compendium https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/chemical-hazards-

compendium 

National Poisons Information Service NPIS Toxbase (free with NHS email) 

https://www.toxbase.org/Application_for_TOXBASE_registration/ 

METHANE stands for: 

Major Incident Declared 

Exact location 

Type of incident 

Hazards 

Access 

Number and type of casualties 

Emergency services present and required 
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