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• A critique of ‘social capital’ & communitarianism 

• Vicente Navarro (2002) 

• Is it neoliberalism with a community face? 

•  Mary Anne MacLeod & Akwugo Emejulu (2014) 

• The uncritical adoption of asset-based approaches 

• Lynne Friedli (2012) 

 

• Revisiting the asset model: a clarification of ideas and 

terms. 

• Antony Morgan (2014) 

Outline 



http://www.assetbasedconsulting.net/publications.aspx  

http://www.assetbasedconsulting.co.uk/Publications.aspx




















The Principles 

• Assets: are any resource, skill or knowledge which 

enhances the ability of individuals, families and 

neighbourhoods to create and sustain resilience, health 

and wellbeing. 

 

• Instead of starting with the problems, we start with what 

is working, and what people care about. 

 

• Networks, friendships, self esteem and feelings of 

personal and collective effectiveness are good for us.  



Values for an Asset Approach 

• Give support to identify and make visible the life 

enhancing assets in a community 

•  See citizens and communities as the co-producers of 

sustainable outcomes rather than just the recipients of 

services 

•  Promote community networks, relationships and 

friendships 

•  Value what is already working well 

•  Identify what has the potential to improve resilience, 

health and wellbeing 

•  Empower communities to control their futures and create 

tangible resources 



Key themes  

The defining themes of asset based ways of working are 

that they are: 

 

• Place-based 

 

• Relationship-based 

 

• Citizen-led 

 

...and promote social justice and equality 

 

 



It takes everyone to build a 

healthy, strong and safe 

community. 

“The asset approach is a set of values 
and principles and a way of thinking 

about the world.” 
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