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What do you mean? Definitions: 

 

 

“At risk gambling” is a term used to describe 

people who are experiencing some problems, 

difficulties or negative consequences from 

their gambling behaviour but who are not 

categorised as problem gamblers. 

“Problem gambling” is defined as gambling to 

a degree that compromises, disrupts or 

damages family, personal or recreational 

pursuits. 

In Leeds, we 

estimate there are: 

~ 10,000 adult 

problem gamblers 

(1.6%) 

~ 30,000 at risk 

gamblers 

   

In Sheffield, we estimate  

there are:  

~ 2723 adult problem 

gamblers (0.8%) 

~ 2184 moderate risk 

gamblers aged 16-24 



Licensing 
& 

Planning 

Problem Gambling is 
highly co-morbid with 
other addictions which sit 
firmly within the Public 
Health sphere, drugs, 
alcohol, tobacco. 

Suicide 
prevention 

Drugs 
& 

Alcohol 

Tobacco 
Control 

Social 
determin
ants of 
health 

Problem Gambling can 
be influenced through 
environment – planning 
and licensing – spheres 
which Public Health is 
increasingly interested in 
influencing 

Problem 
gambling 

Like other health 
issues, vulnerability 
to problem 
gambling is 
impacted by social 
determinants – 
unemployment, 
deprivation, 
poverty, early 
childhood 
experiences 

“Not a priority”…  
So where is the interface with other Public Health priorities? 



Vulnerable Groups (Geofutures, 2015) 

Supported by 

evidence 
Emerging evidence 

No/conflicting 

evidence 

  Key: 



Identify 

Treat 

Refer 

Focus on Sheffield 

(image credits: Diomedia, Sheffield Star) 

Evidence summary slides, 
service “audit”, regeneration 





Focus on Leeds 

Key areas of activity 

1. Increasing awareness through 

marketing and promotions campaign 

2. Increasing awareness through 

(frontline) staff development 

3. Increasing support available to those 

impacted by gambling related harm 

4. Support Licensing Team  

 





Leeds City Council 

Unique activity: 

• Social Inclusion Fund (SIF) has 

enabled us to increase capacity 

and fund research, campaigns 

and external training 

• Briefing notes for different 

audiences (frontline/ strategic) 

• Facilitation of Northern 

Gambling Hub discussions 

 

Sheffield City Council 

Unique activity: 

• Brief &  pragmatic evidence 

review – A4 & powerpoint 

• “Audit” with GP practices 

• Dialogue with Planning 

concerning regeneration of 

“Fitzalan Square”  

• Training William Hill staff with 

Licensing and Safeguarding 

Shared activity/approach: 

• PH in a matrix team with Financial Inclusion and Licensing 

• Establishing a Baseline (Sheffield through ‘paper’ service audit; Leeds through 

commissioned stakeholder interviews and F2F briefings) targeting mental health, 

substance misuse, welfare advice providers etc. 

• Input into local and national consultation (e.g. DCMS “review of gaming machines 

and social responsibility measures” and Statement of Licensing Policy) 

• Helped organise and present at PHE Y & H ‘Masterclass’ on Problem Gambling 



Public Health England Y&H Masterclass 

26th of January 2018 in Leeds 

• [add couple of photos] 



The benefits of collaborating on 

a new and emerging issue… 

Sharing ideas 

Using each 

other as a 

sounding 

board 

Sharing knowledge 

Sharing 

resources 

and 

contacts 

Collaboration 

saves time & 

resources 

2 Core Cities 

in Y&H facing 

similar 

challenges 

Now collaborating on other 
Licensing & PH themes 

Sexual Entertainment Venues 
 

Glassing 

Cumulative Impact Policy 


