
Public Health Taster Session
Public Health Intelligence (PHI)

Scott.Anderson@dhsc.gov.uk

Principal Public Health Intelligence Analyst

Local Knowledge & Intelligence Service North-East & Yorkshire
29 November 2022

mailto:Scott.Anderson@dhsc.gov.uk


So…why is public health intelligence important?

Without data, you’re just another person with an opinion
W. Edwards Deming
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The public health knowledge and intelligence function 

underpins the delivery of public health practice
Source: Healthy Lives, Healthy People: A Public Health 

Workforce Strategy, Public Health Policy & Strategy Unit, 2014



PHI covers from data to decisions….
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PHI tells a story

Without a story, you’re just another person with some data
Barbara Coyle
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Without data, you’re just another person with an opinion
W. Edwards Deming



The story needs to be developed then told
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Fingertips is the main platform for National K&I resources

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk
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http://www.fingertips.phe.org.uk/
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/


For example, what’s the story about obesity in Barnsley…
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PHI Training

Working in PHI 
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C50-60 PHI specialists across Yorkshire and the Humber

• Local authorities

• part of wider PH team, or

• subsumed into corporate Intelligence/Strategy/Performance function

• OHID

• regional LKIS team covers North East & Yorkshire and the Humber

• some members of distributed national teams based in region

High demand due to:

• COVID

• restructure/refocus of NHS – ICSs & PHM



PHI Training

Working in PHI 
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Basic numeracy, analytical & interpretation skills still needed but

• increased access to datasets => need for skills in data management and 

linkage

• moving from Excel & Powerpoint to: 

• data manipulation - programming languages such as R, Python; data 

science approaches

• data visualisation – PowerBI, Tableau

Trainee scheme started May22, the Louise Brewins Programme:

• 8 trainees, each of whom do

• X2 year-long placements in different local authorities

• Data Analyst apprenticeship


