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Healthcare Public Health:

principles
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Applying public health sciences to the planning, commissioning and provision of 
healthcare services

• standards and requirements set by national bodies

• support healthcare providers to understand and utilise population health data, 
and existing health inequalities and the evidence base for improving population 
health and reducing inequalities

• support healthcare providers to interpret population health data and evidence 
and to undertake reviews of  and assess the likely effectiveness and cost-
effectiveness of interventions, developments and strategies on population health 
outcomes and identify gaps or deficiencies in current care potential improvements

• the development of population health policies and strategies and their 
implementation



Healthcare Public Health:

examples
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Specialised Commissioning

Screening & Immunisation Programmes

Dental Public Health

Input to the commissioning & delivery of other healthcare 
services from NHS trusts and other providers (commissioned 
by ICBs and Local Authorities) 



Specialised Commissioning
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Specialised Commissioning site: 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/

National Programmes of Care:

The six NPoCs, supported by clinical reference groups:

•Cancer
•Mental health
The following four NPoCs are grouped together as acute 
programmes of care:
•Blood and infection– infection, immunity and 
haematology
•Internal medicine– digestion, renal, hepatobiliary and 
circulatory system
•Trauma – traumatic injury, orthopaedics, head and neck 
and rehabilitation
•Women and children– women and children, congenital 
and inherited diseases.

Clinical reference groups not 
affiliated to a specific NPoC

•Specialised Commissioning Medicines Optimisation 
Clinical Reference Group

•Gender Dysphoria Clinical Programme

•Armed Forces Clinical Reference Group

•Health and Justice Clinical Reference Group

•Genomics Clinical Reference Group

https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/group-b/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/group-c/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/blood-and-infection-group-f/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/group-a/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/group-d/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/group-e/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/medicines-optimisation/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/medicines-optimisation/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/gender-dysphoria-clinical-programme/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/armed-forces/crg-mem/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/health-just/health-justice-crg/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/spec-services/npc-crg/group-e/e01-genomics/


“Section 7a Functions Agreement” – for Population 

Screening and Immunisation Programmes
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Department of Health & 

Social Care (DHSC)

NHS England

Joint Committee for 

Vaccination and 

Immunisation (JCVI)

National Screening 

Committee (NSC)

UKHSA

NHSE region: North East & Yorkshire (NEY)

In NEY, two “Public Health Programme Teams” 

commission Section 7A programmes for:

• Yorkshire & Humber

• North East & North Cumbria



Section 7a Screening Programmes

https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/pub-hlth-res/ 
Cancer Screening Programmes

• NHS bowel cancer screening (BCSP) programme

• NHS breast screening (BSP) programme  

• NHS cervical screening (CSP) programme  

Adult and Young People’s Screening Programmes

• NHS abdominal aortic aneurysm (AAA) programme 

• NHS diabetic eye screening (DES) programme 

Antenatal and Newborn Screening Programmes

• NHS foetal anomaly screening programme (FASP) 

• NHS infectious diseases in pregnancy screening (IDPS) programme 

• NHS newborn and infant physical examination (NIPE) screening programme 

• NHS newborn blood spot (NBS) screening programme 

• NHS newborn hearing screening programme (NHSP) 

• NHS sickle cell and thalassaemia (SCT) screening programme 
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/commissioning/pub-hlth-res/


Childhood Vaccination
• Diphtheria

• Tetanus

• Pertussis (Whooping Cough) 

• Polio

• Haemophilus Influenzae B (Hib)

• Pneumococcal

• Rotavirus

• Hepatitis B (routine since October 2017)

• Meningitis B

• Meningitis C

• Measles

• Mumps

• Rubella (German Measles)

• Flu

Adolescent Vaccination
Plus: targeted 

vaccines for 

individuals with 

underlying medical 

conditions [see:

Complete routine 

immunisation 

schedule from 1 

September 2023 -

GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk).]

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule-from-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule-from-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule-from-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule-from-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule-from-february-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule-from-february-2022
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Public Health Commissioning of 

Section 7A programmes: processes

• National NHS Standard Contract

• National Screening and Immunisation “Service 
Specifications”

• Enhanced Service agreements

• Local contract negotiations and agreements with 
providers 

• Gap analysis – compliance templates

• SDIP (Service Development Improvement Plans)

• CQUIN (Commissioning for Quality & Innovation)
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Dental Public Health

• Role and scope of dental public 
health

• Dental services 

• Oral health promotion

• Dental public health and general 
health
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Dental Public Health - Role

Dental 

Public 

Health 

Yorkshire 

& the 

Humber

- OHID

UKHSA: Health Protection

Integrated Care 

Boards
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Dental Services 

Dental 
Services

High street 
dentist

Community 
dental 

services

Hospital 
dental 

services

Domiciliary 
services

Dental 
Schools

Commissioned by 

NHSE – contracts

Dental Schools by 

Universities 
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=x-raw-image:///1db8d00703eb185fe3878c039a5fd7ff5fd01863ccdfed0f628513e24d1a0646&imgrefurl=https://www.saad.org.uk/GuidesforCommissioningDentalSpecialitiesColetteBridgman.pdf&docid=vuYXeHps4CMy0M&tbnid=XxjrAwfQuB0K1M:&vet=10ahUKEwi9jcLvzZ3jAhVV6uAKHeFfCxsQMwhvKB8wHw..i&w=446&h=632&itg=1&bih=568&biw=1200&q=nhs%20england%20dental%20commissioning%20guides&ved=0ahUKEwi9jcLvzZ3jAhVV6uAKHeFfCxsQMwhvKB8wHw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Oral health promotion 
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Oral health promotion 
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Why is dental public health important?
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Dental public health and general health 

Sunlight

Sheiham and Watt 1999
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Any questions please feel free to contact:

phil.kirby1@nhs.net re: Screening and Immunisation

anna.beaven@nhs.net re: Dental Public Health

Thank you for listening 

Any questions?

mailto:phil.kirby1@nhs.net
mailto:Samantha.watt1@nhs.net
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