
2019 © Valpak All Rights Reserved

Treatment options for your plastic & why you 
should track it

Emily Hare 

Valpak Limited

28 March 2019



2019 © Valpak All Rights Reserved2



2019 © Valpak All Rights Reserved

What happens to your plastic waste?

Has it ended up here?...

…or here?
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Durable

Lightweight

Flexible

Clean

Strong

Mismanagement



Plastic Recyclability:
General Principles



PET 
Guidelines
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Desirable

Attachments -
density <1g/cm3 e.g. 
PP, HDPE, PE

Barriers that flake off

Clear plasma 
coatings

Clear, light tints

Label <60% coverage

Water soluble 
adhesive

Undesirable

In combination with 
PVC, EVA, PLA, 
EVOH, metals, PS, 
paper, glass

Opaque/tinted/ dark 
colours

Direct printing



HDPE 
Guidelines
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Desirable

Attachments in same 
colour as bottle

PE barriers

Natural colour

Label <60% coverage

Water soluble 
adhesive

Undesirable

In combination with 
PVC, PP, metal, PS, 
EVA, silicone, glass, 
paper

Direct printing



PP Guidelines
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Desirable

Attachments -
density >1g/cm3 eg.
PET

Unpigmented

Closures of same 
colour

Label <60% coverage

Water soluble 
adhesive

Undesirable

In combination with 
HDPE, PVDC, PVC, 
paper, PS, metals

Direct printing
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But why does this matter now?
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The story of two years
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Export Markets
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Export Markets
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Themes for 2019
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Bioplastics
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• Bioplastic: made from polymers derived 

from plant-based sources and/or 

biodegradable

• Biodegradable: breaks down in a defined 

period of time

• Compostable: meets EN13432 (or 

comparable standard) to decompose in 

industrial composting conditions 

• Currently no composting facilities are 

accepting bioplastics in the UK
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Supply chain 
management 

Monitoring 
compliance

Set targets

Provides 
visibility

Future 
planning

Why you should track your waste

16
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Summary

Considering 
recyclability in 
design is 
essential.

The end markets 
& the value of 
plastic waste is 
ever changing. 

If looking at 
alternatives to 
plastic review 
the bigger 
picture.

To react quickly 
to these changes 
you need to be 
tracking your 
waste. 
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Emily Hare
Waste & Resource 

Traceability Manager
emily.hare@Valpak.co.uk

07977 255240

“When it comes to waste and recycling, 

there are many companies that promise the 

Earth, but Valpak Recycling actually 

delivers on those promises.”

Offset Print & Packaging Ltd

“Waste Tracker gives us complete visibility 

and control on our waste supply chain and 

the peace of mind that comes from 

exceeding waste compliance best practice.”

Miele Company Ltd


